
S t u d e n t s
C o re Gro u p s :
• The core group students work

with artist(s) intensively and usu-
ally see the artist everyday of the
residency.

• The residency will engage the
core groups in an in-depth expe-
rience in the art form.

Other Students 
( p e r i p h e ral groups)  
• Students who see the artist less

regularly than the core groups
(i.e., 1-5 times)

• Peripheral groups have opportu-
nities to tie the art form to other
academic areas.  They might par-
ticipate in lectures, demonstra-
tions, and/or workshops.  They
may explore the art form, the
artistic or cultural heritage,
and/or processes by which the
arts are created and expressed.

Ideally, the residency will integrate
art into core curriculum like history,
math, science, etc.  For example, In
a sculpting residency, the artist(s)
may introduce physics students to
the effects of water, heat, and/or ten-
sion on wood or metal.

Te a c h e r s
Teachers are key to a successful resi-
dency since they are partners with
the artist.

Site Coo r d i n ato r :
• is the artist’s liaison to the site,

students, and community. The
Site Coordinator must be a per-
son who can maintain a good
rapport with all groups.

• is generally a teacher, department
head, vice-principal, or adminis-
trator.

• identifies areas of need, intro-
duces the artist to the faculty
and staff and is the liaison
between the artist, administra-
tion, and other teachers.

• works cooperatively with the
artist and continues to stimulate
and expand arts activities at the
site after the residency is com-
pleted.

Te ac h e r ( s ) :
• has the opportunity for profes-

sional development and Act 48
credit while working with the
artist.

• should be an active participant
and in the class room at all
times. The artist and teacher
plan the residency in advance
and define the teacher’s role. 

Te acher Wo r k s h o p s :
• Increase understanding of the

arts and its educational potential.

• Plan for workshops that will help
teachers identify topics of inter-
est and brainstorm ways to
incorporate the arts.  In particu-
lar, introduce the artist’s art
form.

C o m m u n i t y
C ommunity Activities:
• increase the artistic experience

and build a broader context for
the residency.

• expand awareness and under-
standing of the arts and its edu-
cational potential.

• Are integral to advocacy (com-
municating the importance of
the arts)

• can take many forms, e.g, work-
shops, performances, demonstra-
tions.  Particularly powerful
when students are involved.
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A rt i s t s
Resident Art i s t ( s ) :
• is contracted for a number of

days and is intimately involved
in the planning the residency.

• designs the residency in coopera-
tion with the teacher and site
coordinator.  Residency includes
activities for students, teachers,
and members of the community.
Artist(s) prepare resource materi-
als for the teachers to use after
the residency is completed (e.g.,
bibliographies, curriculum mate-
rials, supply sources, etc.)

Vi s i t i n g
A rt i s t s / C om pa n i e s :
• augment and enhance the partic-

ular art form and increase under-
standing.

Field Tr i p s
Attending live performances, exhibi-
tions in professional facilities or an
art studio adds perspective to stu-
dents’ experience and enhances their
understanding of the “product” of
the art.  Dance in a cafetorium isn’t
the same as dance in a performance
space.

O n - S i t e
O b s e rver  (usually Partner staff )

The On-Site Observer 
• visits the residency and observes.

• develops conclusions based on
observations about the appropri-
ateness and effectiveness of the
residency plans and the interac-
tion between and among the
artist, teachers, and students.

• develops recommendations for
follow-up such as recommending
individual consultations between
the AIE Partners and the artist
or recommending specific pro-
fessional development opportu-
nities for artists or teachers.

Artist Residency Program:  Handbook
D es cr i pt ion  of  Pa r t ic ip ants  c o n t i n u e d 10


